INTRODUCTION
The International Development Research Centre (IDRC) Library is an example of how one institution has chosen to be part of the development of new technology and to use it to its full advantage.
The payer will focus on the activities of the IDRC Information Sciences Division and in particular, the Centre's Library. Special emphasis will be placed on outlining the Library's Development Data Bases services.
IDRC is a public corporation, founded in 1970 by the Canadian Parliament.
(Revised Statutes of Canada, 1970 Headquarters of the Centre is in Ottawa with regional offices in Bogota, Cairo, Dakar, Nairobi, New Delhi and Singapore.
IDRC was one of the first organizations to devote its resources primarily to supporting projects which are identified, designed, carried out, and managed by research personnel in developing countries and which meet the needs which they, themselves, determine to be priorities (Sly, 1982 It is functionally compatible with the ISIS family of information systems (Valantin, 1981 . to define print formats and print data; to output data in a single "line format"; and to perform general data base housekeeping functions. It is being written in PASCAL and developed on an IBM PC but will be largely "moveable" to different hardware using the CP/M or MS/DOS operating systems. Once the software is completed by the end of 1984, the source code and all the documentation including the internal documentation, will be available free of charge on request (Gavin, 1982) .
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CONCLUSION
The Centre Library is fortunate to be part of an institutional environment which has a committment to using and experimenting with new technology. Use of these technological developments has enabled the Library to continue to improve and upgrade the services it offers to the Centre staff in Ottawa and abroad and to the Canadian research community interested in Third World development.
